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The NHS in the East London Health and Care Partnership area are currently 
engaged in a stakeholder consultation on aligning commissioning policies 
across north east London.  This is their introduction to the consultation 
documents:
 
Across north east London, CCGs have been working together to look at how 
to make sure that people, wherever they live, are able to have the same 
treatments and procedures. At the moment, this can be different from borough 
to borough, which isn’t fair for people and is confusing for people working in 
the NHS.

As part of this work, GPs have said that there are a number of procedures 
that they feel could benefit from clearly defined criteria so that they are clear 
about treatment options for their patients – things like which tests are best to 
carry out or which treatments or medicines to use first.

In order to do this in a consistent way across north east London, CCGs want 
to make changes to what is known as a commissioning policy. This lists all the 
treatments, procedures and interventions the NHS funds, and who is eligible 
to have them. They want to merge the different commissioning policies 
(currently there are different ones for Barking and Dagenham, Havering and 
Redbridge; City and Hackney; Newham; Tower Hamlets and Waltham Forest) 
to create one. 

By doing this, it would mean that:

 all patients living in north east London would have access to the same 
type of care

 the care patients would receive would be in line with the latest clinical 
guidance

 hospitals and GPs would be clear about what policy to refer to, 
reducing confusion

 patients would not have treatments that don’t work or aren’t the best 
option for them.

 NHS funds would be spent paying for procedures that people need, 
and that would give them a better quality of life.



GPs from all the CCGs have been working together, looking at what currently 
happens in each commissioning policy, at clinical evidence and guidance and 
at work done by NHS England. They have also asked hospital consultants for 
advice. After lots of discussion, they have come up with what they think needs 
to change to create a new commissioning policy for north east London.

They now want to know what you think. 

This consultation closes on 3 July.

Following local concerns raised via Healthwatch the Chair has invited the 
Chair and MD of the local CCG to give a Hackney clinical perspective on 
these proposals.

Attached is a copy of the main consultation document.  The full suite of 
documents can be found here:
http://www.cityandhackneyccg.nhs.uk/about-us/oncefornelondon

This issue will also be discussed at a sub-regional level at INEL JHOSC 
however the Chair is keen for there to be a local discussion in the first 
instance.

Attending for this item will be:

David Maher, Managing Director, City and Hackney CCG

ACTION

The Commission is requested to give consideration to the consultation 
document and the discussion and make any recommendations as 
necessary.

http://www.cityandhackneyccg.nhs.uk/about-us/oncefornelondon

